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Climate change and sustainability: What’s physics, ethics and
communication got to do with it?

Professor James White

University of Colorado - Boulder

Crafting sustainable societies and confronting climate change are two of the
grand challenges of today and the foreseeable future. This talk will explore
the basic messages that seem to get lost in today’ s polarized rhetoric around
these topics, including the limitations that physics places upon our choices
and our options, the challenges of communicating to the public topics that
mix science and society, and the ethical issues that may ultimately shape the
debate. We will explore some of the latest findings on abrupt climate changes
seen 1in ice cores, and then conclude with why facing this challenge may be
one of the best things humans ever did to benefit ourselves.

Host: Thom Rahn, EES-14, 7-1812
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